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Congratulations to the Following Honorees 
  July Knight of the Month  

             Ed Shamp 

 

         July Family of the Month 
           Joe and Christy Price Family 

 

      Knight of the Quarter 

                 April, May, & June                                          
               Tau Iosia 

 

     Council 802 Knight of the Year 2013 
       Otto Storr 

 

     Coucil 802 and State Family of the Year 2013 
            Roland & Betty Stewart 

 

       Assembly 1251 and State 

      Sir Knight of the Year 2013 

      Tom Zettler, PSD 



Knights Of ColumbusKnights Of ColumbusKnights Of ColumbusKnights Of Columbus    

The Meridian Knight The Meridian Knight The Meridian Knight The Meridian Knight     

Council OfficersCouncil OfficersCouncil OfficersCouncil Officers 

 

Grand Knight 

P. J. Carter 

 

Chaplain 

Father Francis Cosgrove 

 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Otto Storr 

 

Financial Secretary 

George Walston 

 

Chancellor 

Robert J. Leo PGK 

 

Treasurer 

Tom Zettler, PSD 

 

Advocate 

John Kasper, PGK 

 

Recorder 

Frank Polizzi, PGK 

 

Lecturer 

John Harwell 

 

Warden 

Richard C. Fleming MD 

 

Inside Guard 

Roland M. Stewart 

 

Outside Guard 

Howard McCarty 

 

Trustees              Trustees              Trustees              Trustees                  
John L. Bennett PGK 

John Maloney Sr PGK 

Mouise Richards PGK 

 

Newsletter Editor 

  George Walston    

    

    

    

    
 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

    The Main Principles of The Main Principles of The Main Principles of The Main Principles of     

Our OrderOur OrderOur OrderOur Order    
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We Thank You Lord for all that We Thank You Lord for all that We Thank You Lord for all that We Thank You Lord for all that     
you give us freelyyou give us freelyyou give us freelyyou give us freely    

CharityCharityCharityCharity    

                        

        Unity        Unity        Unity        Unity    

                                                

             Fraternity             Fraternity             Fraternity             Fraternity    

                                                                

                     Patriotism                     Patriotism                     Patriotism                     Patriotism    



 

 

Grand Knight 

P. J. Carter 
 

  

     I would like to congratulate Brother Ed Shamp on being chosen as our Knight of the Month for July and also to the Joe and 
Christy Price family for being chosen as our Family of the Month for July. 
      
     Also, I would like to invite everyone to the Labor  Day picnic on Sunday, September 1st which will be held at the KC Hall 
starting at 6:00 pm. I would also like to invite all interested parties to our Second Responder meeting which will be held on 
Tuesday evening, September, 10 at 7:00 pm.  I believe pizza will be the evening fare. 
 
PJ 

 

Chaplain 

Fr. Francis Cosgrove 

 
 

 
Dear Brother Knights, 
      
     I found the articles written by Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, inspiring, challenging and an affirmation of lay leadership 
in our church.  In his article in the August edition of Columbia, Mr. Anderson tells of his opportunity to speak with Pope Fran-
cis about the charitable works of the Knights of Columbus. 
     The next day Pope Francis signed his first encyclical letter which had been drafted initially by Pope Benedict and which 
Pope Francis supplemented.  The encyclical emphasizes what St. Paul describes as a “faith which works through love.”  In the 
encyclical, I find the definitions of faith both inspiring and challenging: “Faith does not merely gaze at Jesus but sees things 

as Jesus Himself sees them with His own eyes” (Par 18).  This is especially true in the way we regard the poor and the suffer-
ing.  Do we see them as Christ sees them or do we look at them at all?  The encyclical reminds us to see every person as a 
blessing for us. “The light of God’s face shines on me through the faces of my brothers and sisters.” 
     In this article, Carl Anderson writes of the blessing that the Knights of Columbus received when they donated wheelchairs 
to people in Haiti and Mexico who had lost their legs or had other physical disabilities.  It was an expression of faith and an 
exchange of gifts in which those who seem materially poor were a spiritual blessing for those who were not.  It reminds me 
that all ministry, including my own, is mutual. 
     Mr. Anderson states that according to a 2012-2013 survey, Knights provided $167 million in charity and more than 70 mil-
lion hours of service to our neighbors in need.  A substantial part of these donations and hours of service, no doubt, were re-
ported by Council 802 of  Meridian, MS.  Thanks again for practicing “a faith that works through love.” 
 

Fr. Frank  

 

 

Family 

Roland Stewart 
 

 

 

(No Article this Month)      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations.     

 We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests 



         Fourth Degree 

            Tom Zettler, PSD 

 

 

 

     At our last Fourth Degree meeting on August 27th, I was privileged to present Fourth Degree certificates to Sir Knight Richard 
Moody and Sir Knight Tau Iosia.  For one reason or another their certificates were late in coming to us.  In addition, I had the honor 
of presenting Fourth Degree Exemplification certificates to the two Sir Knights in whose honor the Degree was conducted: Sir 
Knights John J. Maloney, Sr. and John L. Bennett.  To have a Degree named for you is in itself and honor and I salute these two Sir 
Knights who have time and time again given of themselves for our Council and Assembly and for whom I have the utmost respect. 
     We have received a very nice letter from Supreme acknowledging our gift of $2500 for the Military Chaplain Scholarship 
Fund.  As you may remember, our Assembly pledged a total of $5000 to this fund split into two payments. The final payment will be 
paid next summer.  Start thinking about an Assembly Christmas Party.  Do we want one?  Is anyone willing to chair it?   
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Tom Zettler. PSD      

Lectuerer 

John Harwell 

     On Tuesday, September 10th, at 7:00 pm at the Council Hall, we will have a representative from the Red Cross on hand to make a 
short presentation about the Second Responder program.  The representative will also entertain questions and provide answers about 
the details of the program.  The Grand Knight mentioned at a recent meeting that the Knights of Columbus are encouraging local 
councils to become involved with this initiative.  A number of our members in recent years have expressed an interest in being a part 
of something of this nature. 
 
     The Second Responder program would consist of volunteers who would, in a secondary way, assist in the recovery efforts after a 
major event (hurricane, tornado or other disaster type event in the local/state/regional area).  This program and Q & A session will 
serve as a way for you to become informed and to volunteer if you are interested.  Knights and adult family members are invited to 
attend.  Our Council will provide pizza and beverages to attendees.   
 

What: Second Responder Program 

When: Tuesday, September 10th at 700PM 

Where: KC Hall on Highway 19 North, Meridian MS 

Who: Representative from the American Red Cross will present Program   

 
Hope to see you there.   
John Harwell 
Lecturer   

                                                                                 Editor’s Corner 

                                                                    George Walston 

 
     The address of our new Internet Web Site is http://www.kofc802.org.  I’d like to take a little of your time to bring you up to date 
on the new site.  I have been adding data and events to it for the past couple of weeks and will continue to add new items for several 
days or weeks to come.  However, the site is up and running at this time, so I would appreciate it if you would start using it.  Please 
let me know if you like the new site, and offer any suggestion you may have about its content.  That having been said, I don’t have 
any control over the layout of the site.  I can only add information to the categories that are available to me.  It will take quite a while 
before I get everything on it that I would like. 
 
     I plan on putting video on it at a later date, but until that time, please feel free to poke around on the site.  The only way to learn 
about how to navigate a web site is to, as a sports retailer often says  “Just Do It”.  As soon as I get more familiar with the site I will 
put some training suggestions in future Newsletters.  
 
George Walston 
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                   Membership 

          Howard McCarty 
Brother Knights, 
 
     At the risk of being labeled a "LUDDITE", I have embraced the new web page. I must say that I was pleasantly surprised at how easy it 
was to get on.  Summer is almost over, with the children going back to school, and the Wednesday night dinners back in full swing.  Time 
for all Knights to focus on recruiting new members.  Grand Knight PJ Carter is in the process of setting up a Second Degree at the K.C. Hall 
sometime in the near future .  
 
Thanks, 
Howard 
 
 (Ed Note: For those of you who don’t know the meaning of the word “luddite”, I’ll enlighten you.  The Luddites were a group of people in 

England who opposed the Industrial Revolution in 1810.  In other words, they opposed progress, otherwise known as coming into the new 

Century.  I’m afraid I’m responsible for labeling Brother McCarty a  luddite.  However, I may no longer be able to do so.  Welcome to the 

21st Century, Howard) 

 

                                                    Council Activities 

                            Greg Stephens 

 
     Well, it's hard to believe, but Labor Day weekend is coming up. Also, as we all know it's time for our Annual Labor Day Picnic. The pic-

nic will be at the KC Hall on Sunday, the 1st of September at 6 p.m. I hope that the new Knights that recently joined our ranks will attend 

with their families and get to know everyone too. There will be lots of food and, of course, games for the kids. The game of horseshoes was a 

hit this last Memorial Day and I expect it may be again this time around. 

     The Council will furnish the meats, hamburgers, sausage, and hot dogs. If we get a turnout of desserts and salads that the Knights and 
their families prepare, we should be in fine shape. I'll be looking for help in preparing the meat prior to the picnic. Maybe some of the new 
Knights would like to volunteer??   

     So, everyone mark your calendars and be sure to attend.  It will be a great time to wind down the summer.  If you need any help feel free 

to email me at g.stephens46@gmail.com.  (While you're online check out the new website by George Walston, kofc802.org.  He has done a 

fine job.  See you at the picnic. 

Greg Stephens 
Council Chairman   

Bingo Chairman  

   Bingo Manager    
 

                                          
        

     Just like any business, our bingo program has it's up's and downs.  Right now we seem to be in a 
downward mode, where we were having an attendance of about 170 - 180 attendee's we are down to about 145 - 160, so we have dropped off 
some.  But the word that I get from a very good source, is that we are a lot  better off than some other bingo halls.  Some of those halls are on 
the brink of shutting down.  
 
     Our bingo operation is an all volunteer operation, whereas some of the other operations have a large overhead expense and cannot meet 
there 40/60 obligation and this is what is hurting them.  My thanks go out to all of the volunteers that make our bingo program the successful 
operation that it has become. 
 
     Please remember that this is not my bingo operation, it belongs to all of us, the brother Knights of council 802.  You my brother Knights 
play the game, I only keep the score. 
  
     At this time I would like to thank those brother Knights who covered for me during my Florida vacation.  Thanks to Grand Knight P.J. 
Carter, Frank Polizzi, Roland Stewart, and (wishes she was a Knight ) Janet Bunker. Thank you one and all. 
  
Bob Leo 
Bingo Manager 
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    Pro Life 

 Darrell Hover 

 
     A worried woman went to her gynecologist and said: 'Doctor, I have a serious problem and desperately need your help! My 
baby is not even 1 year old and I'm pregnant again. I don't want kids so close together'. So the doctor said: 'Ok and what do you 
want me to do?'  She said: 'I want you to end my pregnancy, and I'm counting on your help with this.' The doctor thought for a 
little, and after some silence he said to the lady: 'I think I have a better solution for your problem. It's less dangerous for you 
too.' She smiled, thinking that the doctor was going to accept her request.  
  
     Then he continued: 'You see, in order for you not to have to take care of two babies at the same time, let's kill the one in 
your arms. This way, you could rest some before the other one is born. If we're going to kill one of them, it doesn't matter 
which one it is. There would be no risk for your body if you chose the one in your arms.' 
      
     The lady was horrified and said: 'No doctor! How terrible! It's a crime to kill a child!'  'I agree', the doctor replied. 'But you 
seemed to be OK with it, so I thought maybe that was the best solution.' The doctor smiled, realizing that he had made his 
point. He convinced the mom that there is no difference in killing a child that's already been born and one that's still in the 
womb.  Please keep expectant mothers and the unborn in your prayers.  
 
Have a good month. 
Darrell 
       

In Memoriam 

 

 

 

(Ed. Note) Although Steve was not a member of our 

council, his brother Johnny is and his father, John 

O’Neil Johnson, Sr. was before his death a number of 

years ago.  Their family has been a mainstay at  

St. Patrick for many years.  Our prayers go out to 

Steve’s mother Gift and to Johnny at this time of loss. 

 

 

Steve Johnson 

April 6, 1959 -  August 9, 2013 

As for me, I will call upon God: 

And the Lord shall save me. 

Evening, and morning, and at noon. 

I will pray, and cry aloud; 

and He shall hear my voice. 

And I said, Oh, that I had wings 

like a dove: For then would I fly away, and be at rest. 

   Psalms 55:6, 16, 17 

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace 

Amen 
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Youth  

David Klutz 
 

      
     Well it's September, so that means school is back.  St. Patrick School and the Parish School of Religion (PSR) are both go-
ing strong.  September 6th is grandparent's day.  Grandparents are cordially invited to join their grandchildren for lunch.   Let 
the school know if you plan on attending.   
  
     PSR has already started and we have several Knights that are teaching again this year.  If you haven't been to the Wednes-
day night dinners yet this year you are missing a great new opportunity to win some great new prizes.  The Sodality is continu-
ing the tradition of offering a 50/50 every night, but this year, thanks to Gary Koca, once a week there will be a free drawing 
for one of his wonderful wooden creations.  In case you don't know it,  Gary donates all of his profits from his wood carvings 
that he sells during the Wednesday night dinners to St. Patrick's School.  So come by and check them out. 
  
     Next month is our annual Creative Contraption Contest and the Columbus Day Poster Contest.  I will need volunteers to act 
as judges and supply some of the items we will use for the Creative Contraption Contest.  I still don't have a number for the 
Creative Contraption Contest, but please look around for items we could use.  I will start collecting at each meeting in Septem-
ber. 
 

Dave Klutz 
Youth Chairman 
 
 

Church 

  Jack LeGuin 
 

                        (No Article this Month)      

        

              

   Seminarians’ Corner 

       Nick Adam 
 

 

Brother Knights, 
      
     Greetings from the 3rd floor of the monastery at St. Joseph Abbey!!!  We have so many seminarians this year that many of 
us have moved in alongside the monks while we wait on some renovations to be completed in other dorms.   
 
     The school year has started and I am so excited to get started on my final year of philosophy (after philosophy comes four 
years of Theology studies).  My summer included some great experiences at St. Jude in Pearl, and I got to know most of the 
Knights in the council over there.  My time at St. Jude has confirmed to me that our diocese is full of wonderful parishioners 
who want to serve the church to the best of their ability, and of course the first place I saw that was in Meridian. 
 
     I failed to mention last month how saddened I am at the passing of Rocky Blier.  Rocky, Paul, and Sue have always been so 
supportive of me and are and were wonderful friends, and they are all in my prayers.   
 
     I hope to connect with many of you over the Labor Day holiday and a little later in the year, but please know as always how 
much I appreciate the support and prayers of Council 802. 
 
God Bless, 
 Nick  
 
      
 



            

 
      
    
 
     I have just returned from our monthly visitation with the residents that are housed at the East Mississippi State Hospital.  
Every month we, the members of Council 802 visit with the residents of the hospital, bringing them soft drinks and snacks.       
     As some of you may or may not have heard, due to some policy changes at the hospital, the snacks that we usually bring to 
the residents are not acceptable to bring  any longer.  This change was brought about due to some residents having certain diets 
that they must adhere to.  Also some residents have certain allergies that must be monitored.  Having said that, I have gotten 
with the supervisor, and discussed what we can bring and what we cannot bring.  So far I have gotten three (3) items that we 
can bring, they are "popsicles", Coke Zero and Fig Newtons.  This is a start.  There will be more to come at a later date. ( I'm 
working on it ).  
      I wish to thank those Brother Knights who accompanied me to the hospital this month.  They are brothers, Frank 
Polizzi, Johnny Johnson, Grand Knight P.J. Carter, and Joey Hollern.  I would also like to give a special thank you to 
Brother Frank Polizzi for covering for me during my vacation in Florida in July. Thank you one and all.  Our next visit 
to the hospital will be on Thursday, September 26th.  As usual, we will meet at 6:30 PM at the hospital entrance 
 
Bob Leo 
Community Director 

  

September Birthdays 

1st Ken Woodward   3rd Sam McGee   4th Mouise Richards   7th Fr Pat Smith   11th Nick Adam & Ron Haaf    

 

15th Dr. Danilo (Danny) Santiago   19th Jim Baughman & David Klutz   20th Patrick Wright   22nd Johnny Stone 

    

25th Mike Cummings   26th Tommy Minniece & Ed Offenberger   28th Dr. Richard Fleming, Cliff (Whit) Gardner, &  

David Viger   29th Miguel Mata & Joseph Ratliff   30th John Griffith    

                                    

      Email Addresses 

Bob Leo                           Hatchettman2@aol.com                            Larry Birzer                    Wideburp@msn.com       
George Walston             georgebw@comcast.net                             Fr. Matthew Simmons    MatthewPSimmons@aol.com  
Frank Polizzi                  citycarrier24@comcast.net                       Dennis Deviney          ddeviney@comcast.net  
P. J. Carter                    brutes252@aol .com                                    John Harwell                   jdharwell4@comcast.net 
Luis Borrell                    Loboslnc@aol.com                                     Mouise Richards             mouisel @aol. Com 
Dr. Richard Fleming       rcfmd@aol.com                                         John Bennett                   johnbennett8946@att.net  
David Klutz                  daveklutz@yahoo.com              John Rivers                      dolrivers@yahoo.com                                   
John Kasper                    john.kasper@navy.mil                             Bob Degitz                 bobsuedegitz@comcast.net  
Jim Romano               jromano02@comcast.net                    Tripp Ward                    elward@southernco.com 
Mike Lundstrom           rlundstrom@msn.com                              Otto Storr                      otto.kofc@comcast.net 
Taupule Iosia             tiosia@yahoo.com                              Darrell Hover           jesuslovesme@comcast.net               
Greg Stephens            g.stephens46@gmail.com            Ken Woodward         kwoodj84@yahoo.com 
 
If your email address is not included above and you would like it to be,  or if you would like it to be removed, or if it 
is not your correct or preferred Email, please contact me at my Email listed above or call me at 601-485-8513.   

 

 

       Larry Birzer

Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations.     

    WWWWeeee    nnnneeeeeeeedddd    mmmmoooorrrreeee    pppprrrriiiieeeessssttttssss 

Community Chairman   

   Bob Leo 
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Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations. Please continue to pray for vocations.     

 We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests We need more priests 
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  Please pray the    

     Rosary and  

     pray for an 

   end to abortion 

    in our lifetime 
 Abortion Kills  

 the Innocent 

Please wish a Happy Birthday 

to all whose names appear on 

page 8 of this Newsletter 


